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STATE OF EDUCATION - 2007

For the past four years, I have given state of education speeches at schools.
This year, as I start my second term, I am doing it here at the legislature to
emphasize that important achievements in education are partnerships: partnerships
with you, our legislators, partnership with the state board, and partnerships with
schools and numerous other stakeholders.

When I took office in 2003, we announced eight public initiatives. Having
made progress in all eight, the theme of my state of education speech in each
subsequent year, as we added more initiatives, was "Promises Made, Promises
Kept." This year's three initiatives are proposed partnerships with you and other
stakeholders. I hope we will be successful together. I will go over the details in a
minute.

Having served four years on the House Education Committee myself, I
appreciate the hard job that you do, and I pay tribute to you. I want to start out by
talking about a state legislator who preceded you by about 175 years. In 1832,
Abraham Lincoln made his first run for the Illinois legislature, representing
Sangamo County. He took out an ad in the Sangamo Journal [dated March 15,
1832, and published a long letter to the people of Sangamo County.] In part, he
said:

Every man is said to have his peculiar ambition...! can say for one
that I have no other so great as that of being truly esteemed of my
fellow men, by rendering myself worthy of their esteem. How far I
shall succeed in gratifying this ambition, is yet to be developed.

Later, after suffering some political reverses, he became profoundly
depressed, and declared himself more than ready to die, except that "he had done
nothing to make any human being remember that he had lived." He sought, and as
we now know, achieved, rendering himself worthy of the esteem of his fellow
men, and of posterity.

None of us will have the opportunity to free people from slavery, or reunite
a divided nation. But we can render ourselves worthy of the esteem of our fellow
men and women, and of posterity, by choosing, among the many conflicting
priorities with which we are presented, to give the highest priority to the education
of our children. ..




